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Sea cucumbers post-harvest staying fresh on a bed of salt. / 
Zack Taylor, USAID/Madagascar

Women carry a load of seaweed post-harvest to be processed in 
Atsimo Andrefana. / Ocean Farmers

Celebrating an Unlikely Conservation Hero
Sea cucumbers — which expel their guts to keep predators at 

sausage-shaped sea cucumber can 

or other predator.

animal group that includes the more 

matter.

swallow nearly 100 pounds of sediment 

part of maintaining a healthy marine 
ecosystem.

The populations of many species of sea 

consider them a delicacy. The numbers 

crashed.

partnership promotes sustainable 
sea cucumber and seaweed 
farming with Ocean Farmers and 

$6.3 million partnership works with 
local communities in northeast and 
southwest Madagascar.

Partnerships like Nosy Manga are 
being celebrated for the role they to 

Nosy Manga is one of many 

Ecosystems and Agriculture for 

to Ocean Farmers and Indian Ocean 

and Cargill.

Through the 16 current HEARTH 
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Sea cucumber farmer collects baby sea 
cucumbers in Atsimo Andrefana. / 
Zack Taylor, USAID/Madagascar

Aurélie, seaweed farmer in Soariake, Salary 
Nord in southwest Madagascar holding 
packaged seaweed. / Ocean Farmers

programming that enhances the 
resilience of people and the planet.

local communities.

potential to create a model of sea 
cucumber and seaweed production 

Madagascar Mission Director Anne N. 

more resilient aquaculture sector in 

but already participating aquaculture 
farmers are seeing results.  Seaweed 
and sea cucumber farmers are learning 

other risk coping strategies through 

training with Ocean Farmers.  Almost 

joined the program so far.

and farmers signed an agreement 
stipulating that if the farmers use 

processed to extract carrageenan for 
use as a thickening agent in the food 

The main buyer of seaweed products is 

American food corporations committed 
to source red seaweed from sustainable 

of six and a seaweed farmer from 

educate my children. It is a sustainable 

Nosy Manga’s sea cucumber farming 
will take longer to establish. The 

distributed in the project’s third year 
and market-sized sea cucumbers 

Indian Ocean Trepang is the lead partner 

company and participating communities 

sites for sea cucumber enclosures. The 

These seaweed and sea cucumber 

damaging natural resources. 

to the point where they can once 

source of income for local communities 
and the island nation.

Nosy Manga is helping farmers adopt 

returns and simultaneously contribute 

of Madagascar’s coastal and marine 
ecosystems.

Sustainable aquaculture is priority 

Blue Economy since it has the great 
potential to ensure sustainable supply 

population.  

weird squishy sea cucumbers – an 
unlikely hero for Madagascar’s marine 
ecosystem.

By Christine Chumbler 


